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“Wildflowers don’t care where they grow” – Dolly Parton
Wildflowers by season
Indiana wildflowers come in many varieties and colors. Depending on the time of year, amateur horticulturists will be able to find different flowers in different parts of the state. 
Spring wildflowers 
Wildflowers that appear from late March through May are referred to as spring wildflowers. A walk through an Indiana state park will reveal wildflowers in several colors including yellow, green, white, brown, pink-red, and blue-violet. 
Summer and fall wildflowers 
As the warm weather continues, the spring wildflowers will be replaced by summer and fall wildflowers. More blue, purple, and yellow flowers may be seen throughout the state. 
Wildflower names
Like other plants, wildflowers have both scientific (botanical) names and common names. A plant’s common name is usually localized and often based on physical characteristics or habitat. 
A plant’s scientific name is used across the globe and is made up of two Greek or Latin words. The first word describes the group, the second describes the individual plant. Scientific names are important because different parts of the world or even different regions of a country may have different common names for plants. 
Because common names can differ, it is important for horticulturists, and recreational gardeners, to know that no matter if a plant is called a Red Poppy or a Flanders Poppy, it is still Papaver rhoeas. 
Wildflowers in planned landscaping 
Using wildflowers native to Indiana in a landscaping project will not only add color and beauty but will also provide a habitat for local birds and butterflies. Wildflowers, as well as other native plants, can be part of small residential landscaping projects, or part of large commercial projects. 
Wildflowers in residential landscaping
Before planting wildflowers, it is important to examine the area to determine what type of plants will thrive in the area. Is the ecosystem shaded or sunny? Wet or dry? Woodland or grassland? As long as the correct varieties are used, wildflowers can thrive in any of these areas. Current vegetation should also be considered. Are there non-native plants in the area? It is important to remember that wildflowers (and other native Indiana plants) can be intermingled with other types of plants. However, invasive plants should be removed.
Wildflowers in commercial landscaping
In recent years commercial landscaping trends have been moving toward using native wildflowers, as well as other native plants, to provide color and reduce maintenance costs. Wildflower areas do not require the same amount of watering, mowing, fertilizing, and trimming as other types of landscaping. Add in the fact that these areas attract pollinating insects and other helpful wildlife, and it’s no surprise that commercial managers are discovering the benefits of wildflower gardens. 
Wildflowers to use in landscaping
1. Blue Flag Iris
2. False Sunflower
3. Fire Pink
4. Phlox
5. Queen of the Prairie
6. Royal Catchfly
”My hope for what lies ahead in the field of landscape design—our own and that of the professionals—isn’t a revolution against the use of non-natives, but a resolution to educate ourselves about what has worked for Mother Nature through the ebb and flow of time and to put that knowledge to work in the planned landscapes that are everywhere a part of our lives.” - Lady Bird Johnson
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