History of the LEGO Group
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The Lego Group began making plastic bricks in 1949. They were called Automatic Binding Bricks. In 1953, the name was changed to LEGO Mursten, or, LEGO Bricks. In 1958, the LEGO interlocking system was patented. Within 10 years, the first LEGOLAND was opened. In 1999, LEGO Bricks were named the “Toy of the Century.”
People of the Lego Group
Ole Kirk Christiansen (1891 – 1958)
Ole Kirk Christiansen was the founder of Lego. He started as a carpenter and woodworker. He eventually moved from making ladders and stools to creating wood toys, such as yo-yos, cars, and animals. 
When Christiansen decided to concentrate exclusively on toy production, he decided to rename his company. He came up with a play on the Danish words LEG GODT (meaning Play Well).  
Godtfred Kirk Christiansen (1920 – 1995)
Godtfred Kirk Christiansen was Ole Kirk Christiansen’s third child. He took over LEGO when his father died in 1958. He is responsible for developing the Lego systum of play. He also coordinated the sales and advertising of LEGO products. 
Dagny Holm (1916 – 2004)
Dagny Holm worked for Ole Kirk Christiansen for several years in the late 1930s and early 1940s. She moved on to other things but returned to LEGO in 1961. During her years away, she had become a classical sculptor. By 1963, she was one of the foremost designers for LEGO. She designed an built LEGOLAND park in Billund as well as the LEGO train for Tivoli. She managed a large team of designers. And was LEGO Group’s chief designer until her retirement in 1986. 
 
Important Dates in LEGO History 
LEGO produces Automatic Binding Bricks	1949
Automatic Binding Bricks are renamed LEGO Bricks	1953
“LEGO System of Play” introduced	1955
First LEGO sets sold in the US and Canada	1961
First LEGO theme park	1968
DUPLO bricks introduced	1969
TECHNIC products introduced	1977 
Lego mini figures appear	1978
 
Ten Product Characteristics of LEGO Toys
Unlimited play potential
For girls and for boys
Fun for every age
Healthy, queit play
Long hours of play
Development, imagination, creativity
The more LEGO, the greater the value
Extra sets available
Quality in every detail
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